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Summary Skills

ACTIVITY: Read this brief plot summary to the children. Discuss the differences between fantasy and
reality. Ask them what they dream about.

[he Nutzrackeris a holiday fairy tale about a young girl, Clara, and her very favorite Christmas. Her
Lodfather, Herr Drosselmeier, is a magical, mysterious character in her life. This Christmas he has a
special gift for her, a beautiful Nutcracker doll. She receives the present from him at the annual family
party. Very excited about the new doll, Clara wants to stay up all night with it, but her family sends her
off to bed. After everyone has left and the family is asleep, Clara sneaks downstairs to look at her Nut-
cracker doll. She eventually falls asleep, and with a little help from Drosselmeier's magic, her dreams

begin.

She's suddenly awakened by mice, and the Mouse King appears and tries to kidnap her, to take her to his
kingdom. Clara looks everywhere for her Nutcracker, but he is gone. Suddenly, the Christmas tree

grows to an enormous height, and everything seems out of proportion. Finally, soldiers appear, and be-
hind them is the Nutcracker, now a prince. He has come to save her from the Mouse King. First he must
fight the Mouse King. His soldiers and the Mouse King's mice go to battle. After an exhausting exchange,

the Nutcracker defeats the Mouse King.

The Nutcracker Prince appears through the smoke to take Clara away to his special land and show her
his magnificent palace. Their journey takes them through the enchanted land of the Snow Bueen, Snow-
flakes and Fantasyland, where they meet animated gifts from around the world. They are met by the
Sugar Plum Fairy and the beautiful waltzing flowers. Clara does not want to leave her Prince or Fantasy-
land, but on Christmas Day she awakens under the Christmas tree with all her new friends gone and her
family around her. She is left with the Nutcracker doll and wonderful memaries of her most magical
Christmas.

[EL 102, 110.3, 110 .4, 110.5, 110.6, 110.7)
Interested in more? Check out...

\\\ The Nutcracker Ballet by Tchaikovsky //
(§.

@ﬁ) \lideos of comedians such as Buster Keaton, The Marx Brothers, Charlie /5
. ‘/a

/" \\ Chaplin, and Lucille Ball ’,/ \
‘ www.magiktheatre.org '
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Discussion Questions

[) Who were the main characters in the story?

2) What kinds of challenges/obstacles did the characters face?

N, -~

3) Why do you think the Mouse King was so angry with the Nutcracker? et

4) Do you agree with the Mouse King's behavior? What would you have done differently?
a) How was the show different from or similar to the book?

E) Do you think this story is fiction or non-fiction? What makes you think so?
(EL10.2, 10.3, 0.4, 105, 0.6, 10.7; THUT.4, 7.7, 14710, 1713, 117.16, 117.19]

The Nutcracker: A Holiday Comedy Crossword

Across

1 2. Objects used by actors during the play.

2 5. A genre of theatre that has dance, music,

3 songs and spoken dialogue, like The Magik Thea-
4 treds Nutcracker or The Pr

) 6. The scenery that creates the world that is

seen when you enter the theatre.

) 7. The person who is in charge of interpreting

the play.

Down

1. The person who creates the clothes the actors

7 will wear.

3. The original Nutcracker was performed as a...

4. The people who play the characters in the
play.

(TH 7.4, 7.7, 710, 117.13, 117.18, 117.13)
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Tell Your Own Version of The Nutcracker!

Marie doesndt want to go see the

being considered a . Suddenly the Nutcracker

and asks for her help. The Nutcracker tells

Marie about how a was put on him by the

Mouse Queen, and now he needs to find the

in the world. Marie agrees to help the Nut-

cracker and the two on an adventure to find the

them. But, the Evil Mouse King plans to

Marie and steal the in

the world. In the end the Mouse King and the Nutcracker

for the in the world.

In the battle Marie breaks the
in the
world and feels terrible she let the Nut-

cracker down. But, it turns out Marie is
what the Nutcracker needed to find all
along. Marie returns to

her and the two remain

friends forever!

~The End ~

[EL 110.2, 110.3, 110.4, 1100, 110.6, 110.7)
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MouseKing

Drosselmeyer

Nutcracker

Ballet

MotherGinger

Magic

SugarplumFairy

=

Tchaikovsky

RussianDancer

SnowQueen

Battle

Christmas

Coffee

Chocolate

Waltz

Tovmaker

Theatre
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Theatre Etiquette

ACTIVITY: Read these suggestions to your students prior to the event. The bus ride is also a great time
to review their theatre etiquette.

The audience plays a key part in the overall theatre experience. Each audience member affects those
around him or her, as well as the performers. Remind your class that everyone will have an especially
waonderful time at the performance by remembering their theatre manners. A theatre experience dif-
fers greatly from watching television or movies, or attending a sporting event. You will be sharing the
theatre with the performers! Most of the time during a school performance, you, as an audience mem-
ber, will watch and listen. Any talking in the audience is distracting to performers and other audience
members. Respect is the rule of the theatre.

Hereds how you can helop

O Chaperones play a vital role during the waiting time before the performance begins. This is
the perfect time to escort small groups of students to bathrooms.

O bive your full attention and energy to the performers. In return, the performers give it
back to you with a better performance.

O Don't talk during the show unless you are asked. Sometimes we think it's okay to whisper,
but if everyone in the audience whispers, it can be disruptive to the performers.

w

O Chaperones and students should turn watches, pagers, and cell phones to silent mode.

O Donotinterrupt performers with comments that may disrupt the performance for others.

O Show the performers your appreciation for their efforts by applauding! Applause is the ap-
propriate way to show approval to performers; whistles and calling out are not acceptable responses.

[TH 117.4, 17711710, 117.13, 11716, 117.13)

Several TEKS (117.4, 117.7, 117.10, 117.13, 117.16, 117.19) are covered just by attending a
production at The Magik Theatre, including:

The learner wil
o identify appropriate audience behavior;
« respond to and evaluate dramatic activities;
« identify the use of music, creative movement and visual components in play; and
« observe the performance of artists and identify theatrical vocations.
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